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I H I  WIRISLINF COMPETITION BUREAU SEEKS COMMENT ON THE COLORADO 
I'ITBLIC IITTLITIF,b COMMISSION'S PETITION TO REDEFINE THE SERVICE A R E A  OF 

WIGGINS TELEPIIONE ASSOClATlON IN THE STATE OF COLORADO 

CC Docket No. 96-45 

Release Date: June 13,2003 

Ciirnrnent Dale: June 27, 2003 
Hcply Comment Dalc: July  11. 2003 

'The Wireline Competition Burcau s e c k  comment on a petition fi led by the Colorado Public 
l l t i l i t ics Cominis,ion (Colorado Commission), pursuant to section 54.207(c) of tlie Commission's rules, 
reqtierting Fcdcr;iI C'oninitiniciltions Cointnissioii agreement with the Colorado Coinmission's proposed 
rcdefinilion o f t l i ?  ('olorado sen ice area of U iygins 'Teleplione Association (WTA) . '  The Colorado 
Cciiiiniisiion pi-oposes to detinc WTA's service area as a i l  area different from tlie study area o f  WTA. 
\peciii~;illy. t l ie Colorado Conin i is~ ion proposes to designate each individual wire center of WTA as a 
>eparate service a m  for the purpose of determining federal universal service obligations and support 
iiiecliaii is ins.  

The ('cilorado ( 'o in i i i i~si i in asserts that redefining WTA's service area in this way is  consistent 
niili UT;\'\ election to  disaggrcgare and target higli-cost support to the wire center level pursuant to 
sxtiuii 54.3 I 5 (c )  o l ' t l ie Comniission's rules.' 111 response to section 54.315 o f t h e  Cominission's rules 
and t l ie RTF Or&r. the Colornd~i  Cominissioti adopted rules directing rural carriers to disaggregate 
utiiversal scrvice suppor~ under the p a t h  of disaggregation established by the Coininission.' The 



( d i m d o  Cotiitnission's r u l m  iilso pi-wide that tlie disaggregation plans o f  each incumbent rural car[-ier 
I\ i l l  he u r d  ; I \  a basis to rcdel ine h i  carrier's swvice area.4 Ifthe Commission does not act 011 t l i e  
I'e~itioti \~ i t l i i t i  iiiiict! (00) t l~ i? \  o i ' t h c  release of' lhis Public Notice. the definition proposed by the 
( ' o l c ~ d o  C'ottiii i i isioii \ b i l l  be ileemed app lmed  h! tlie C o ~ n ~ n i s s i o ~ i  and shal l  take effect ill accordance 
\ \ i t l i  >~;ite pt.occcIiires ~ 

~ ' o ~ i i ~ i i t s s i o ~ ~  I<ttles: r o r  areas ser\,etl by n rural tclephone company, section 214(e)(5) ottlie 
C ~ ) i i i i i i ~ t ~ ~ i c ~ ~ i i ~ i i i , ~  Ac t  of' 1934. A \  amended (tlie Act) pi.ovides tlint t l ie company's service area will he its 
>tucIy itrca ' i t t i l e v  a i i t l  unt i l  t l i e  ~Joininissioii and t l ic States, after taking into account the 
i.cc~,tninciidatii,ns of21 Fcdernl-$tatc loin1 h a r d  instituted under section 4 lO(c), establish a different 
i lc l i i t i l io i i  o l ' scn  ice at'en foi. w c l i  c o ~ i i p a n y . " ~  Section 54.207 ofthe Commission's rules and the 
I~ ' i i i i : ~ - , \ d  S e i ~ i i c  Order. set liii.tli thc ptocedures for consideration of petitions seeking to designate 

ireas tor riit-al ~e lephonc companies t l ia t  are different f rom such companies' study areas.' 

Sect ion 53.207(~)(3 j of the C'onimissioti's rules provides that tlie Commission inay init iate a 
~ i i ~ o c c e d i n ~  to considei. a petition to leddine t:ie service area o f  a rural telephone company within ninety 
( 0 0 )  &I!> 0 1  i l i e  i - e l ~ i l s e  dare u f ' i i  Public Norice.s l i t h e  Cotiimissioti initiates a proceeding to consider the 
I'ctilioti. d ie  pi.oposed dcfinit ioi i  s l i a l l  tiot take effect until both the state commission and tlie Coinmission 
a y c c  iipoti tlic d ~ l i n i t i o n  ot'a rural service area. in accordance with section 214(e)(S) ofthe Act.9 If the 
C'oinni is~ioi i  does tiot acr 011 tlir petition within 90 days oftlie release date of the Public Notice, tlie 
clel ini~ioi i  pi.oposed b! llie state comin is~ io i i  wi l l  he deemed approved by the Commission and slinll take 

I i i i  i iccorditiice a i t l i  s t a k  Iptocedures."' l l t tdcr sectioii 54.207(e) of tlie Commission's rules, the 
( '~i ini i i issiot i  dalegates i ts  authotity iii ider section 54.207(c) to the Chief  o f  tlie Wirel ine Conipetition 
liillwu." 

tlisagzrepiii; L i t i i i e r s i i l  seruice wpport shal l  a lso Iiiiictioii as the method for redefining service areas). See af.so 4 
  oh ('ode Ke:s \\$ 723-42-10. 723-32-1 I(2002).  

I /'/ 

~ ,SL,'. -1: C.F.l<. i\ 51 207(c)(<)(iii 
i m  I C C  ;xeas io t l i e  W i e l i i i e  Coiiil,ctitii)n Bui-eau. 4 1  C. I .R .  6 54.207(e). 

I ~ h e  Comniission delegated i ts  authority to act on petitions to redefine rural 

(' .SW 37 I! S.C. 2 I l ( e ) ( 5 )  

,S<','17 ( '  1:.R 4 54 207(c).  Spcciiicall!, section 54.207(c)(I) provides that such a petition s l ia l l  comain: (i) tlie 
l ieh i i t ion  Iiioposed b) t l ie s ta le  coiiiinission; and (I iJ tlie stare coinmission's ruling or other official statemenl 
1piesmiii; ~ l i c  sta le  coiiiiiiissioii's reasoii lor adopting i t s  proposed definition, including an analysis that takes into 
r lccoI i i t  tlh: iecommetidarioiis of atiy Federal-Stare Joint Board coiivened to provide recommendations with respect 
t u  tl i i . detiiiitioii o r a  sewice area served b! a rural tclcplione company. See also Federal-Sme Joint Board 011 

/ ~ ~ I w , . , s ~ , /  , S ~ I . I V ~ ~ .  1Kepoi.t and Order. CC Docket No. 96-45. 12 FCC Rcd 8776, 8881 (1997) (subseq. history 
(1111 itled) 

' 4 7  C F . R  6 54.207(~)(3)  

" , % ~ - 1 7  C I'.R. 4 54.207(~)(3j(i): 17 U S.C. $ 714(e)(5). 

' ' ' . ~ . < . 4 7  ( ' .F R .  9 i4 '07(c)( j j ( i i1 

" 47 ( '  I. r<. C. 5.1 707(e) 
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I'ursu~int [(I Scctionr I:H5 atid I.JI9ol t l ieColnlnission'sIules,47C.F.K. $9; 1.415, l.4Ic). 
i i i ~ c i c s ~ c d  parlie.. inxi) file coiiiiiieiits 011 or behrc  June 27, 2003. and reply colnments 011 or before July 
11, 21103. C:wi in ien~r  ma) he f i lcd tising the C~oniinission's Electronic Com~ncnt  F i l ing Systeln (ECFS) or 
I-r! i ' i l i i ig papei.coi)irs 'I 

( 'o i i i i i ie i i ts  t i lcd tl i i~ouyli tlie CCrS c a n  he sent as an electronic fi le via the Internet to 
l i t t13: ,  \\!\\\.Ice ~o\..ic-liIe,'ecrS.Ilt~iiI>. ~ r n e r a l l y ,  oiily one copy of an electronic submission  nus st be 

l i le t l .  I i ' i i i i i l t iple d d d  or ~-iilemalcing numbers appea~- i n  the caption of this proceeding, Iiowever, 
c i ) i i i i i i e i i f e~ -s  must t i ~ i i i s i i i i t  oiic c l e c l ~ ~ i i c  copy o f t l i c  comments to each docket or rulemalting number 
i .ctci~ei icet l  i i i ! l ie caption. I n  coiiipleting the iraiisnrittal screen, commeiiters should include their full 
ii.1111c. IUS.  l'osral Service mail i l ig address. and die applicable docket or rulemaking number. Parties ma) 
i i l w  stihmit an cleciroiiic couitiicnt b) Iiitrriirt e-mail. '1.0 gel f i l ing iiistructioiis for e-mail comments, 
coi i i i~ ie~i tcrs ~ I i o ~ i l d  send an  c-l i i i i i l  to eclk@fci-.pv, and should include tlie fol lowing words in  the body 
o l ' i l i c  nicssaee. "set foriii <)our e-mail address:-." A sample form and directions wil l  be sent ili reply. 

P;ii-tics NIILI c l i ~ iosc  to t i le by paper must tile all original and four copies of each fi l ing. If more 
11i; i i i  cine doclict 01' r~i lemalt ing iiuniber appears in [lie caption o f  this proceeding, commenters must 
,whiiiit T\\O ;idditional copies liw each additional docket or rulemaking number. Fi l ings can be sent by 
It:iiid OI messciiger delivery. b! commercial ovcrnight courier. or by first-class or overnight U.S. Postal 
Sei.\ I W  iii i i i l ( a l r l ~o i~g l i  \\c coiiiiiiiie to experiencc delays in receiving U.S. Postal Service mail). The 
( ' ~ ~ i i i i i i i , ~ ~ i ~ i i i ' ~  c o ~ i i r a c t o i ~  Vistt oiiix. Iiic.. w i  II rcccive hand-delivered or messenger-delivered paper 
l'iliiiss lei. tlic Coii i t i i is ioi i 's Secrctar) a t  236 Massachusetts Avenue. N.E., Suite I IO, Washington, D.C. 
10002. ' l ' l ie  f i l ing Iiotirs a t  t l i i s  locatio11 are 8:OO a .m.  to 7:OO p.m All  hand deliveries must be lield 
rogethei- witli rubber hands or fasteners. Any envelopes inust be disposed of before entering the building. 
Commercial overi i igl i r  i n a i l  (other than U.S. Postal Service Express Mail and Priority Mail) must be sent 
I C  8.700 L:asi Hanipton Drive. Capitol Heights. M U  20743. U.S. Postal Service first-class inail, Express 
\Iai l .  and Piioi~it! M a i l  s l i o i i l d  bc addressed to 445 12th Street, SW, Washington, D.C. 20554. All f i l ings 
i i i i i s i  he a d d i ~ c i w i  to  tlic Maidcne H. Dortcli. Oftice o f  the Secretary, Federal Communications 
C ( i i i i~i i issioi i .  

h i - t i e s  who cliose to lile by paper also iiiust send three paper copies of their f i l i ng  to Sheryl 
I odd. 'TcIccoi i i t i i i i i i icat io~is Access Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau, Federal 

( ' i~ i i i t~ i i i t i icat io i is  ('onitnission. 445 12th Strcer. S.W, Kooni Z-B540; Washington, D.C. 20554. In  
dd i i i o i i .  c o i i i i i i e i i w s  initis1 send disketlc copies to the Ccmmission's copy contractor. Qiiales 
Iiilern;itional. l 'o i ia l i  11, 445 11th  Street. S . W  Room CY-B402, Washington, D.C. 20554. 

I'iti-wani I O  scctioii I .  I ?Oh o f thc  Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. $ 1.1206, this proceeding will 
l ic concluctrd A S  :I I,ct-iiiit-htit-disclosc proceeding in wli icl i  ex parte communications are permitted 
wb,ject 1 0  discloa~ire. IOI- ftirhei- inlbrmatioii, conlact Cara Votli, Telecommunications Access Policy 
1)ivisioii. L+ ireliiie Conipctition Hui-eau at  (202,) 4 I X-7400, TTY (202) 41 8-0484. 

, ,SLY I:Iertroiiic t:iliiig ci t  Uocuinciits in I<u lcmah in~ Proceedings, 61 Fed. Reg. 21121 (199R) 


